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Clients Want to Age in Place. These 8 Innovations Let Them Do
So Beautifully

Renovating a home so clients can stay in the place they love is one of the
most meaningful projects a designer can take on. Experts share eight
thoughtful ways to prepare homeowners for the years ahead

In Seattle, AD100 Olson Kundig principal Kirsten Ring Murray remodeled a family's home for single-level living, a must to age in
place.Photo: Aaron Leitz

While downsizing might have once been the default move for older homeowners, many clients want to
stay in their homes—and are willing to invest in improvements to let them do so. According to NKBA's
2026 reports, 64% of respondents call aging-in-place design a trend with mass appeal for bathrooms; the
survey also found that 60 to 80% of boomers and Silent Generation members want universal design
solutions in the kitchen.

“We are seeing clients who are interested in building their ‘forever’ home, and aging in place is central to
the program,” says architect Ray Calabro, a principal at Bohlin Cywinski Jackson in Seattle. That mindset
informs client briefs from day one, says RA Rudolph, cofounder of Los Angeles—based architecture and
design firm Design, Bitches. “Our clients are looking to invest in projects that will adapt with them as their
needs change, and hold up over time,” the architect tells AD PRO.

Here, design pros share eight innovations helping their older clients make the most of their quality time
remaining (see AD PRO’s story on QTR!) and continue to enjoy the homes they love.



https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/aging-in-place-guide
https://www.bcj.com/
https://www.designbitches.com/
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/how-quality-time-left-qtl-is-driving-design-decisions-for-an-aging-clientele

A stairway illuminated by motion-activated Stealth pathlights by Lucifer Lighting Photo: Bridgit Beyer

Movement and voice now light the way

To help prevent nighttime trips and falls, Murray builds motion-activated lighting—like Lucifer Lighting’s
Stealth pathlights—into all high-traffic zones, like from the bedroom to the bathroom. “Remote ceiling-
mounted motion sensors provide the most flexibility when selecting minimal low-level lighting fixtures,”
says the architect. Baker favors “low path lights that create a very moonlit, elegant walkway throughout
the home,” using WAC Lighting’s vertical invisible trim step lights or picture lights by House of Troy, which
he automates through systems like Control4 and HomeWorks. Kingston, meanwhile, uses a voice-control
option called Josh.ai. “It's like Alexa for lighting, so you can talk to turn off lights,” says the designer. Sure

beats The Clapper.



https://cna.st/affiliate-?xid=fr1789575497572cha
https://cna.st/affiliate-?xid=fr1789575497572cha
https://www.lightology.com/
https://cna.st/affiliate-?xid=fr1789575497572caf
https://cna.st/affiliate-link/FQtSsbCs7qxyXXzHu3oobvcFBTwVJjKHJuE1uBvd434Bfhrf6zmGm9NWkBrjpmRNRQ4hF1Kyq6Dd1tfDzn3df9tPy9dFidEPLTsXXZSfRrCmTKHpnchNpsGKw4JVjsvCiU9Gpj2UW8fysT6qZ1qHN9hVnv8GUwuvj5b9NB58FKHiFW1uYsVT1bDVddXvWsadxdi9eeEagnmncFU4yeBUBqHEgPXypsMc7EvVqZMX8HXXQYCNz6P89XbTsPVEKHZP4aorL5FAFUUuzFYN5PTEu6AyGTH8rxagtCuZywQ1W9d7ETBgdpsTDmyqFkoFVHGCCCTPuvYXhToddeo4mQ1PKrjsZJqJRThkhTVsPguamRho95aQa1JFYVajSJyq7Ydcu6kHDYPjxjSiJWFkybTnhDaeYB2?xid=fr1789575497572aec
https://cna.st/affiliate-link/2Y1hYhhFGuXjkza8kmCKswwxbyAaC42XPnFPxCtYb6nEJWzajyp8T6h8bwC2D5jtvVYr4pKVjrqh8pwEucPSX1tXKrjgvPXw14yy3DzSV61hSpiHQa84eSeJ6pAD2gxHVxzHJnj4BP5kBRN4Wb9jRy4UGoBWpv62yQF7BpGVzZxhqm2RbNVDnzihqsZ99gkCdzA2mPMaN3dsPEgd2epMddaLJG9ykY1ZuvwMDMcLw9MzjkMDs1sg4qPCzknrvfUemZERRTeVht7MW2n8WDX4xCfz4TZovoEQobiwjrowHBb5j1ZiYiMZwAhguw5S8GoVUcgx3F6N7uD4tvVXCqVLCN6XxL?xid=fr1789575497572dhe
https://cna.st/affiliate-link/2MivCay8tNdgYf7JxMVKEd2NbfncGgXaEzdtdHyZeAtQ9oDqRrAjKqhFWUeS7hpadUYDD6n8G1C8p7q1mwEZ6ivaD3xBSnhX1LS67WmBp1L7o5fyDAdsNroRKHRnCXXy8DsArMvWm6Z37w1FzGYcAi6RAerD5j8t1bMpgc4cwJoSCWjATouo3tXKmkkESXZPEWjdn326f3UYMmNcR7cnXS8EMojzdHCTR1PPBp6DwivDvpiHsvvHY6DvExjcXYxSRq5B7FLfm2oejRC4pJbpKrDiXbWcbV2ikAWqAut8mDqmFvfUGQxAMdhemV6z5ukoW89zyFZJ5wQdqNF8nhec9tMo4yturAHtmpxH73MzsofvT2pMdnURMnkxq3RPnD1FZ9z?xid=fr1789575497572dih
http://josh.ai/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Clapper

